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SKETCH OF MAKURA GRAMMAR 

i. Alphabet 
i. Vowels: a, e, i, o, u. 
Diphthongs: ai, au, ae. 

Consonants: y, w; r, 1; k, c, g; t, d, n; p, b, m, m; v, p; 
s; h. 

2. The sound of ae is that of the German a in ' Hande' 
The consonants y, w, r, 1, k, t, n, m, s, h, are sounded as in 

English; c is ngg as in English 'finger'; g as ng in 'sing'; d as 
in * under ' ; p as in * pit/ or b in * bat * ; m as ngm in * bring me ' ; 
v as in English or German; p as ngbw. In a version of the 
Lord's Prayer q is printed for p and x for m 1 . 

2. Article 

3. The demonstrative article is na. It is not elided before a 
vowel: natnatdy eye; naih y rain. 

Na is also used before verbal nouns: nalegan y singing. 
The article used with personal nouns and pronouns is ke: 
ketama, father; kepila y mother. 

3. Nouns 

4. There are two classes of nouns. Those of the first class 
denote possession by a suffixed pronoun, the second acquire 
a separate possessive word. 

5. Form. A verbal noun is formed by the suffix -an, the 
article being usually prefixed: nadogan y hearing; nalegan y 
singing. 

The agent is shown by the prefix taka y with the preposition 
ni: taka ni nadogan, a hearer. 

People belonging to a place are shown by nati prefixed: 
nati Togoay people of Tongoa. 

6. Plural. The plural sign is emag following the noun. Abau 
is also used. 

Collective nouns are natau y a heap, and nathoke, a bunch. 

7. Sex may be distinguished by the addition of the words 
nataman y male, or navavina y female. 

1 H. A. Robertson, Erromanga, London, 1902, p. 465. The language is 
named : South Tongoa. 
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8. Vocative. The common nouns ketama, father, and kepila, 
mother, become kepopo! my father! and arm! my mother! in 
the vocative. 

4. Pronouns 

9. Personal. The full forms are: 

Sing. 1. keino. Dual and Plur. 1 incl. keicite. 

2. kaig. 1 excl. keicem. 

3. kinini. 2. kami. 

3. keniare. 

10. The short pronouns used as subject are: 

Sing. 1. ni. Plur. 1 incl. ti. Dual 1 incl. ta y tadu. 

2. ko. 1 excl. mo. 1 excl. mo 7 moadu. 

3- £. 2. ki. 2. kia. 

3. ri. 3- *»• 

1 1 . The short pronouns used as object are : 

Sing. 1. oh, ioh. Dual and Plur. 1 incl. cit. 

2. ak, iak. 1 excl. cent. 

3. in. 2. caw. 

3. iniri. 

12. The short pronouns used with nouns are: 

Sin£ # 1. £. Dual and Plur. 1 incl. icite. 

2. ma. 1 excl. icem. 

3. n. 2. tram. 

3. /ware. 

13. Interrogative. Kehe? who? i&e? what? which? Na- 
kihan kehe? his name (is) who? taka ibe? which one? 

5, The Genitive 

14. The phrase taka ni nadogan> hearer (lit. a person or thing 
of hearing), shows the preposition ni. 

Nouns of the first class show the possessive by a suffixed 
pronoun: nakihama, thy name. 

15. Nouns of the second class denote possession by the 
words agi or mini and suffixed pronouns. Agi denotes a 
possession, and mint, a thing for one's use, or done for any one. 
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In the singular these show some irregular forms. 
Ena y a thing belonging, is represented by the word man, 
its belonging, a thing belonging to it. 

6. Adjectives 

16. Adjectives usually follow the noun. 

The formative ma is found in malimilim y soft; matolu y thick; 
maniviniviy thin; marara, light in weight; mar ah, heavy. 
A formative ta occurs in taha> bad, also aha. 

7. Verbs 

17. Form. The active formative ma occurs in the word 
matiriy to sleep. 

18. The causative formative is pa: pa-kale, to feed. 

19. Reciprocal action is shown by a noun dipo with the 
suffixed pronouns: ti diponicite iligicite, we strike one another; 
hi diponicam iligicam, you strike one another; ri diponiare ili- 
ginire, they strike one another. 

20. The verb is conjugated by means of the short pronouns 
preceding. They may be used with or without the longer forms. 
These convey no sense of time though the past seems to be the 
normal tense. The present is sometimes distinguished by the 
words no or noko. What has just happened is expressed by 
moo. The future sign is pa mo. All these precede the verb. 
A completed action is marked by nu following. 

21. Continuous or repeated action is indicated by noko 

preceding. 

22. The imperative is shown in the singular by the pronoun 
ko preceding, in the plural by ki. The prohibitive is to ko pa 
in the singular, and te ku in the plural. 

23. A wish is shown as in Nguna by the verb masauna: ni 
masauna pa arah y I wish him to come. 

'Let' is translated by pa: nakihama pa taka tarn, thy name 
let (be) holy (one). 

24. The interrogative is shown by the intonation. If it is 
wished to be explicit the word ne> or, is placed at the end of the 
sentence. 
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25. The conditional seems to be expressed by pa, which is 
also seen in the future, the pronominal word taking the particle 
ga: betog igapa row, said he would go. Pe is also used for the 
conditional. 

8. Adverbs 

26. Directive. Dah, hither, hi, away, as in halae-dah, 
bring, halae-lu, take away. 

27. Interrogative. Na ih? when? idin? where? ka ibe? 
how ? paka ibe ? why ? 

28. Time. Nanove, yesterday; naminoa, day before yester- 
day (these show the past prefix na) ; baabog, to-morrow ; potvaih, 
day after to-morrow. 

29. Place. Ehak, up; etane, below, down; simig, near; eso, 
far off. 

30. Manner. Hinik, like, this way, thus; e arog, so. 

31. Affirmation and Negation. la, yes; eh, no. 

9. Prepositions 

32. Simple. E written with the noun appears to be a simple 
locative: etane, below (lit. on ground); ehak, above; etake, 
behind (lit. at back). 

The genitive 'of is ni. 

Sisi, by, near ; piki, to towards; ami e, before. 

33. Noun Prepositions. Namatana, before (mata, face); 
napalau, inside (palau, bowels); namela, under (mela, shadow). 

34. Verbal Prepositions. Hikoti, with; maheru, with. 

10. Conjunctions 

35. Ma, and, also; ke, but; ne, or; napotiren arog, therefore. 
*If is expressed by making both sentences conditional: 

pe...pe. 

Ma is used for 'and* with persons: Ioane ma tatnan, John 
and his father. 

11. Numerals 

36. Cardinal. Sikitek, one; iru, two; itole, three; ivati, 
four; ilime, five; lati, six; laru, seven; latole, eight; luvite, nine; 
dualima, ten. 

RML 15 
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In counting, iti is used instead of sikitek. 

The unit above 'ten' is tacore: dualitna sikitek tacore sikitek, 
eleven ; dualitna sikitek tacore iru, twelve. Rualima iru, twenty; 
rualima itole, thirty. Ponuti sikitek, one hundred. 

37. Ordinal. These are formed by prefixing ke to the 
cardinal: keru, second; ketole, third. * First' is diami. 

38. Multiplicative. These prefix the causative paka : pa- 
karu, twice. 

39. Interrogative. Ri bih? how many? (ri, they); paka 
vih? how many times? 

12. Exclamations 

40. Pi! alas ! epe! oh ! ake! exclamation of pain. 

Makura and Indonesian 

1 . Although my Makura vocabulary is very short it contains 
an appreciable number of IN words. These are not always the 
same as those found in Nguna or Efate. 

In the following list I have given the words as far as possible 
in the same order as in the Nguna-Indonesian table. 

2. Finals. In Makura words are more abbreviated than 
in Nguna and the final syllable of an IN word is often dropped. 

Final vowels are sometimes retained, sometimes lost: mat a, 
IN mata, eye; gilt, Mai. kali, to dig; man, IN manuk, bird; 
vatUy IN batUy stone. 

Sometimes a final vowel is changed: i-tole, IN Ulu, three. 

Final Consonants, m and n are retained: munum, MaL 
minum, to drink; ginikan, IN kan, to eat. 

Other consonants are rejected and with them the preceding 
vowel : ih, IN ur x an, rain ; tah, IN tasik, sea ; Ian, wind, IN lanit, 
sky; don, IN denSr, to hear. 

No examples are found of the re-appearance of a lost final 
through the addition of a supporting vowel or suffix. 

3. Vowel Changes, a is sometimes retained but may > e 
or i. In the final it is often lost. 

1 is usually retained in the first syllable, lost in the second, 
u is retained or > i in the first syllable, lost or retained in the 

second. 
6 usually becomes o, but final Sn > e. 
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These changes are illustrated by the following words: tilina y 
IN talina y ear; mata, IN mat a, eye; ik y IN ikan y fish; i-lime y 
IN lima, five; /an, wind, IN /afu£, sky; ih y IN uraw, rain; 
/mm, IN manuky bird ; z;a2w, IN batu, stone ; #re, land, Mai. utan y 
bush; z-Jofe, IN Ulu y three; don, IN d£n$r y to hear; toke, spear, 
IN tfk#n y staff. 

4. Diphthongs. I have no examples showing the IN ay 
oxuy. 

aw > e: ale y IN raw, sun. 

5. Consonantal Changes, y > h or is lost: keh, IN kayu y 
tree; lae y IN lay at, sail. 

w is lost: i-tUy Bug. &«;«, OJ raw, Mai. dua y two. 

6. r a > h: bih y vih y IN pir 1 a y how many; tA, IN uran y rain* 
r 2 is lost: ima y Mai. rumah, OJ umah y house. 

The IN raw, Tag. arau> sun > a& ; but OJ ranu y Tag. Mai. 
danaUy pool > ran, water. 
1 is retained: /an, wind, IN lanit y sky; ma-lin y darkness, Karo 
ling$m y Bat. lingom, shade. 

7. k is retained or > g : kit y IN Aw/a, louse ; gat y Sumba kati, 
to bite; gili y Mai. &*/i, to dig; ginikan, IN Aaw, to eat. 

The OJ &a$, kfras is represented by mra, hard, 
g: no representative is found. 

n is retained : e-pon y OJ to$n£> night; /an, Mai. lanau, a fly. 
The Tag. nusu y snout, appears as ki-nihi y nose. 

8. j > t or is lost: taha, aha y M.al.jahat y bad. 
Mai. jalan is represented by hale, road. 

n > n: namamaman y Mai. namuk y mosquito. 

9. t is retained: tah y IN tasik y sea; mata y IN tnata y eye; 
ta«£, Mai. tanah y ground; i-tole y IN /e/w, three; tna-ete y Mai. 
#am, black; ma-tiri y OJ fan/, to sleep. 

d is retained as d (nd or ndr) : don, IN den&r y to hear. 

In i-ru y Mai. dua y OJ ra?a, two, r = d. 
n is retained: man y IN manuk y bird; niw y IN rawr, coconut; 
m, IN m, genitive preposition; munum y Mai. minum y drink. 

10. p > v: i-vati y viti y IN />a2, four; mantvtnivt y Mai. mpis, 
thin. 

15-2 
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In the, what, b seems to represent IN p in apa, what. 
In the causative pa, IN pa, p is retained, 
b > v: vatu, IN batu, stone; vili, IN bulu, hair; vavine, OJ 
bint, woman. 

In e-pon (enbtvon), OJ wSni, w > nbw. 
m is retained or > m: ke-tama y IN ama, father; ima, Mai. 
rumah y OJ utnah y house; ma (suff.), IN mu y thy; i-lime, 
IN /«wa, five; £-man, Tag. mana, sign of plural. 

ii. s > h: e-hak y Tag. Bis. safew, Bulu sake, upwards; ah, 
Tag. aso, Mai. asap, smoke, 
h: no examples are found. 
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